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This commission opportunity begins with a Request for Qualifications that will expand to a Request 
for Proposal at a later date for qualified finalists.

Nathan Benderson Park and 
University Town Center
Benderson Development is requesting qualifications from artists 
and creative teams for a commissioned art opportunity for 
the primary roundabout leading into Nathan Benderson Park 
and University Town Center in Sarasota, FL.  The Art Selection 
Committee would like to commission a 75-foot tall Signature 
Sculpture that is of the quality and stature that one would see 
at the Olympic games. The artwork should not depict any overt 
or obvious symbol of the Olympics but should - in a realistic, 
naturalistic or even abstract way - reflect, embody and convey 
movement and the power of enduring physical strength and 
health.

Nathan Benderson Park
Nathan Benderson Park – home to the 2017 World Rowing 
Championships – is a 600-acre world-class rowing and aquatic 
sports center. This FISA designated 2,000-meter racing course will 
include a multi-function boathouse, finish tower and grandstands, 
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Contact: CODAworx.com  (608) 467-3040

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS

RFQ AT A GLANCE

$500,000
Commission Opportunity

Commissioned by
Benderson Development

Sarasota
Florida

Jan. 15th 2017
Deadline to submit: 01/15/2017

“A signature landmark to act as 
a gateway to Benderson’s new 

University Town Center”

as well as offering all the amenities of an “Olympic Village” setting located on the park’s “Regatta Island.” 
The park is also host to numerous other events throughout the year, including dragon boat, canoe, kayak 
and cycling races; triathlons and pentathlons; and community events. Surrounding the lake is a beautiful 
park with trails to enjoy as well as a playground and planned amphitheater – and all within walking distance 
to University Town Center.

SITE FOR ARTWORK
University Town Center (UTC) has become the most talked about shopping, dining and entertainment 
destination on Florida’s West Coast. This 700-acre mixed-use development, adjacent to the 600-acre 
Nathan Benderson Park, features 3.5 million square feet of retail with the full spectrum of America’s finest 
retailers and restaurants. This Signature Sculpture will be sited on the primary roundabout leading into 
one of the most dynamic developments that represents health and well-being. Strategically located at 
I-75 and University Parkway (Exit 213), one of the most heavily traveled interchanges in the market, this 
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GUIDELINES
This proposed major signature sculpture will span vertically 75’ and will be seen from University Parkway. 
This signature work will be installed on the primary roundabout leading into the University Town Center 
development. 

Note as it relates to the artist’s ability to problem solve potential site challenges: the sculpture should 
finalist artist(s) responsibility to explore installation options during the final design phase using the structural 
engineering parameters to assure safety and structural integrity of the artwork. Benderson Development can 
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prime location offers superior visibility and regional access. University Town Center draws from a trade 
area of 1.24 million people with over 540,000 households. With sales exceeding $1 billion annually, UTC 
encompasses more than 4 million square feet of commercial, multipurpose space. 

provide the names of engineers, subcontractors (concrete) to enable 
artists to provide a turn-key installation.  

The roundabout is a busy intersection and people will not be able 
to get close to the artwork. The diameter (inside dimension) of the 
roundabout is 117’; it will not be fenced but instead, Benderson 
Development can provide a landscape design to compliment the 
design and help deter contact with the sculpture.

MEDIA
Sculptural media to be considered include, but are not limited 
to: metal, glass, mixed media, lighting, kinetic - a possibility. The 
sculpture will need to be designed so that it does not obstruct 
the sightline for vehicular traffic. A lighting component should be 
integrated into the design for illumination, making it visible at night.

BUDGET AND FUNDING
The budget is $500,000 is allocated to include all artists’ fees 
and expenses, final design, fabrication, lighting and installation. 
Engineering fees, subcontractor fees and all requirements for code 
shall be included in this budget.
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The proposed artwork for a Signature Sculpture should:

   Serve as a strong visual symbol of movement that communicates human strength and vitality;

   Provide a sophisticated, engaging work of art to the community reflecting the upscale surroundings;

   Create an iconic 75’ sculpture that will be seen from both University Parkway and I-75, and viewed as a 

significant art piece, identifying and branding Benderson Development’s University Town Center as Florida’s 

premier live, work, and play  community, representing health and well-being.

OBJECTIVES OF WORK

SITE PLANS
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SCALE IN FEET: 1"=200'

THE DISTRICT AT UTC
NORTH CATTLEMAN ROAD, UNIVERSITY PARKWAY AND I-75

SARASOTA, FLORIDA

DRAWN BY:

X
:\C

A
D

\3
55

5-
S

IT
E

\P
R

O
P

O
S

E
D

\3
55

5-
D

W
-R

O
U

N
D

A
B

O
U

T 
D

E
TA

IL
-1

1-
29

-1
6.

D
W

G
, L

A
Y

O
U

T:
 S

IT
E

P
LA

N
,  

11
/2

9/
20

16
 9

:5
6:

47
 A

M

DEMISED PREMISES. NO OTHER 

EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED, IS MADE
WITH RESPECT TO THE ILLUSTRATION.

WARRANTY OR REPRESENTATION,

DIMENSIONS AND LAYOUT OF THE 

THE SOLE PURPOSE OF THIS DRAWING
IS TO ILLUSTRATE THE APPROXIMATE

PROPERTY  FILE:

SCALE:

MASTER SITE PLAN

3555-DW-ROUNDABOUT DETAIL-11-29-16 November 29, 2016

1:200NRW

N

Phone (941) 359-8303    Fax (941) 359-1836
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7978 COOPER CREEK BLVD. #100, UNIVERSITY PARK, FL 34201
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QUALIFICATIONS
Professional artists and creative teams who have experience managing, designing and completing site-specific 
art commissions with a budget over $150,000 within the past eight (8) years are eligible; or those who can 
demonstrate equivalent skills and experience. 

SELECTION CRITERIA
   #1 criteria - body of work, as evidenced by samples of previous work

   Artistic aesthetic

   Demonstrates the ability to design a site-specific work within a thematic concept

   Demonstrates the ability to work collaboratively with architectural and planning groups

SELECTION PROCESS
This solicitation process will enable the Art Selection Committee to identify the most highly qualified artist(s). 
This committee, along with the art consulting firm, design team and other stakeholders, will review eligible 
artists’ applications, and determine a shortlist of 5-7 finalists. Applicants will be notified of finalist decision 
by mid-February. Each finalist will be provided with a $1,000 stipend to support the preparation of a design 
presentation. 

Stage II: These finalists will prepare project proposals to be presented to the selection panel mid-March, 
2017. Finalists will be asked for a project timeline to demonstrate the final piece can be installed by May 
2018. Finalists will be given a travel stipend to present their proposal in person.  Following presentations, 
one Artist will be awarded the Signature Sculpture commission.

SUBMISSION INSTRUCTIONS
To submit qualifications and a bid for this commission you must apply through the CODAworx RFP portal. 
The following information will be required:
    Name and contact information
    Professional resume
    List of previous commissions
    Contact info for 3 references
    1 page letter of interest to include a brief discussion of what you envision for the art
    Up to 5 images of previous site-specific public or private work demonstrating the type of art   
     referenced in the letter of interest:
     Include a corresponding image list with title, year, medium, and dimensions
     Artists are welcome to submit images by including links to their CODAworx projects
     (1 URL = 1 image)

Complete submission must be received on or before January 15th, 2017.

Please email CODAworx if you have questions about the RFQ at info@codaworx.com, and reference 
Benderson RFQ in the Subject line. Responses will be provided until January 15th.
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CODAworx is a global online platform to showcase design projects that feature commissioned artwork in
interior, architectural, and public spaces. CODAworx RFP Concierge Service is designed to aid 
commissioning bodies in the process of promoting Requests for Qualifications and Proposals and to 
guarantee an applicant pool containing top artists and designers in the industry.

###


