BEN CAMERON

Since 1998, Ben Cameron has served as the Executive Director of Theatre Communications Group, the national organization for not for profit theatres currently claiming 17,000 individual and 440 professional theatre company members. Prior to this appointment, he had been active in corporate philanthropy, first as senior program officer at the Dayton Hudson Foundation and subsequently as manager of community relations at Target Stores in Minneapolis, MN.  In this position, he supervised a $51 million national giving program which focused on grant giving, cause marketing and volunteerism at the community level.  From 1988 through 1992, he worked for the National Endowment for the Arts, serving as director of the theatre program from 1990.  His experience working in not-for-profit professional theatre includes three years as associate artistic director at Indiana Repertory Theatre (1981-1984); literary manager for PlayMakers Repertory Company in Chapel Hill, NC (1984-1986); and a host of freelance assignments at Baltimore’s Center Stage and Yale Repertory Theatre, among others.  He has taught theatre at the Yale School of Drama, the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and Virginia Tech in Blacksburg, and is currently a member of the adjunct faculty at Columbia University.  He has published numerous articles on theatre, including a monthly editorial column in American Theatre.  He received an MFA in dramaturgy from the Yale School of Drama in 1981, where he was the first recipient of the Kenneth Tynan Prize, a BA from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, where he was a John Motley Morehead scholar;  an honorary Doctorate in Humane Letters from DePaul University in Chicago in 2001 and, in 2003 an honorary MFA in Acting from American Conservatory Theatre.  He has served as Vice President of the National Arts and Business Council and currently sits on the Boards of Grantmakers in the Arts, National Arts Strategies, and the American Arts Alliance, where he serves as the Secretary of the Board.  He has appeared as a panelist on the Metropolitan Opera’s Chevron/Texaco Opera Quiz each season since 1996, has spent 18 days on the Queen Mary 2 as an Oxford Lecturer presenting lectures on theatre, and is a member of the Tony Awards Nominating Committee.

